CHAPTER XIII
CARTAGENA DE INDIAS

N THE first year of the sixteenth cen-
tury the Spanish adventurer, Rodrigo
Calvan de Bastidas, explored the
country west of Santa Marta and
around the Magdalena Delta. The
Calomar Indians, however, remained
masters of the situation until Don
Pedro de Heredia, Lieutenant-Gover-
nor of Santa Marta, received a commission from the
King of Spain in 1532 to found a settlement. At the
beginning of the following year, having defeated the
Indians on the site of the present town of Calomar, they
moved down to the coast again and founded the city
of Cartagena de Indias on a point of land between a
shore protected by perilous reefs and a wide lagoon
admitting to an inner bay.
This brief note concerning the city toward which
Drake and Frobisher were sailing In 1586, is designed
to correct the common illusion that the sixteenth-cen-
tury antagonists of Spain were in the habit of attacking
die formidably strong fortress-city which may be seen
to-day. Cartagena de Indias was only fifty years old
when the English fleet, after sacking and burning San
Domingo, sailed so dose to the rocky coast that they
were within range of the culverins mounted, as Biggs
says, "not upon walls, but upon certain platforms.'' In
fact, it is necessary to dismiss from mind the Cartagena
which Admiral Vernon bombarded a century and a
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